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On Dewey’s Philosophy of Education and Its Meaning

Zhang Yun & Yu Yuanpei

Abstract: Philosophy of education is the most unique and novel dimensionality of Dewey’s thought. The status of
Dewey’s philosophy of education is very important in the Western history of philosophy of education. Based on the
idea of practical philosophy, the faith of progress and democracy, and the method of experimentalism and realistic
consideration, Dewey attempted to realize his philosophical purpose of reconstruction of life world through education,
and regarded this as an important standard of judging the real value of a kind of philosophy. The core of Dewey’s
philosophy of edueation is empiricism, and its basic principles are experimentalism and democratism. Dewey’s efforts
to make up dualism were the integration of reconstructions of philosophy, society, and education. When discussing
the contemporary significance of Dewey’s philosophy of education, we should not only affinm its constructive quality,
but also see its limitation.

Key Words: Dewey, Philosophy of Education, Dualism, Experimentalism, Modemization
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